
 

 

Johnson’s Island Civil War Prison 
Archaeology Field School 

June 17 to July 19, 2013 
 

History 
From April of 1862 until September of 1865, over 10,000 Confederates passed through Johnson’s 
Island Civil War Military Prison leaving behind an extensive historical and archaeological record.  
One of the unique aspects of the prison is it only held officers.  The 16.5 acre Johnson’s Island Prison 
Compound contained 13 Blocks (12 prisoner housing units and one as a hospital), latrines, Sutler 
stand, 3 wells, pest house, 2 large mess halls and more. There were more than 40 buildings outside 
the stockade (barns, stables, a lime kiln, forts, barracks for officers, a powder magazine, etc.) used by 
the 128th Ohio Volunteer Infantry to guard the prison. Two major fortifications (Forts Johnson and 
Hill) were constructed over the 1864/65 winter, and were operational by March of 1865.  The 
prisoners on Johnson’s Island endured harsh winters, food and fuel shortages, disease, along with the 
mental anguish of uncertainty about their families and their own futures. Current research suggests 
that close to 250 prisoners died on Johnson’s Island during the war. 

 

Investigation 
Since the spring of 1989, Dr. David R. Bush has been investigating the Johnson's Island Civil War 
Prison. The site is located on a small island in Sandusky Bay, Lake Erie (just north of Cedar Point 
Amusement Park).  Past research has allowed us to specifically locate many of the special use areas of 
the prison. During the summer of 2013 we will be continuing our investigations of Block 8 of the 
Johnson’s Island Civil War Prison Compound.  Block 8 was a general housing block with a number 
of fairly notorious individuals incarcerated there.  One of the unique features of Block 8 was its use 
for theatrical performances of the “Rebellonians”.  Also in Block 8 was William Peel, one of a 
handful of prisoners that became expert in the production of hard rubber jewelry.  The summer’s 
search will include items related to these activities as well as general materials required by the POWs 
for survival, in the status they were accustomed to. 
 
We will continue working on Feature 124, a sink (latrine) associated with the early occupation of 
Block 8.  The southern half of the latrine was excavated in 2010, and the northern half was started in 
2011 and 2012.  About one-half of the latrine remains to be excavated.  We expect to continue to 



find items related to their maintaining their Southern lifestyle and also a large amount of animal 
remains.  The 1862 latrines have produced unusual amounts of beef bones in the past.  Finally, the 
research will continue in the laboratory two nights a week with the field school conducting 
preliminary analyses of materials excavated. 

 

Check Out the Johnson’s Island Site & Field School! 
 

Interactive Dig of the site on Archaeology Magazine’s website. 
Includes links to video tours of the Johnson’s Island Civil War Prison archaeological site, field 
school reports, and staff and student bios from previous years. 
http://www.archaeology.org/interactive/johnsonsisland 
 
Johnson’s Island official web site: 
www.johnsonsisland.com 

 

Field School Information: 
Heidelberg University is offering a five week field school for undergraduate college students, 
graduating high school seniors, incoming first year college students, non-traditional adult 
students, and degree holding students for either 6 hours of academic credit or for the 
experience only (Audit) where no academic credit hours are earned.  This is an excellent 
opportunity to gain archaeological experience as well as learn about the American Civil War 
and the prison system. In addition to the field experience, there will be laboratory sessions in 
the archaeological laboratory on the Heidelberg University campus. Participants in the field 
school will gain experience in basic excavation techniques, on-site photography, the 
recording of archaeological data, and the identification and conservation of historic cultural 
materials.  Students will work at the site Monday through Friday (8:30-3:30) for five weeks. 

 

Application Deadline is June 5, 2013 
 Limited to 12 students 

 First-Come, First-Serve Completed Application & Registration 

 No experience necessary 

 Enrollment must be for the full five weeks 

 Can enroll in the field school for Academic Credit or for No Credit 
 

Director of the Field School 
David R. Bush, Ph.D., Director 
Center for Historic & Military Archaeology 
Heidelberg University 
310 E. Market Street 
Tiffin, Ohio 44883 
dbush@heidelberg.edu 

 

  



 
Field School Coursework: 

You will enroll in 2 courses that are taken at the same time. 
  ANT 250-TA  Arch Field/Lab Methods 3 hours 
  ANT 251-TA  Arch Field Experience  3 hours 
 

Tuition/Fees: 
 
You can take the field school for academic credit hours or for Audit credit: 

 
  For Academic Credit (6 hrs) $450.00 per hour 
 

  $2700.00 (plus $170.00 lab fees) = $2870.00 
 

 OR 
 

  For No Academic Credit Earned (Audit) Hours earned in an Audit will not be  

calculated into your grade point average.  An “AU” will be noted on the transcript in place  
of a letter grade if you complete the course as agreed upon. A grade of “U” (unsatisfactory)  
will be recorded if you do not comply with the terms.  This course will not apply  
towards graduation requirements, eligibility enrollment status for intercollegiate athletics,  
co-curricular activities, or financial aid. 
 

  $1350.00 (plus $170.00 lab fees) = $1520.00 
 
 
 

             
 

Application Procedure: 
 

IMPORTANT: You are applying to enroll in courses at Heidelberg University as a Transient 
student (on a temporary basis) and to transfer the academic credit to your home institution, unless 
you opt to take the field school for no credit hours (Audit).  Your home institution Registrar may 
require additional paperwork or permissions, so be sure to check with them.  There is no separate 
application or acceptance process for the field school.  Applying for transient status, acceptance of 
your transient status, and registration for the courses (ANT 250 & 251) are the entrance 
requirements to the field school. 

 

Step 1: APPLY 
 Apply to the field school by submitting the on-line Transient Student application form at 

http://www.heidelberg.edu/admissions/applynow. 
 

             
 

  

http://www.heidelberg.edu/admissions/applynow


Step 2: VERIFICATION 
 

Are you an Undergraduate College Student?  If so, do this: 

Please request your institution’s Registrar send a “Statement of your Academic Standing” (one or two 
sentences on letterhead from your Register stating you are academically eligible to register for 
classes) to: Sue Stine, Associate Director of Admissions, Heidelberg University, 310 E Market 
Street, Tiffin, Ohio 44883. 

 

Are you are a Degreed Student? (Bachelor or Master), If so, do this: 

Please send a photocopy of your official transcript (last completed degree) to: Sue Stine, Associate 
Director of Admissions, Heidelberg University, 310 E Market Street, Tiffin, Ohio 44883. 

 

Are you a High School Grad or a 2013 Graduating High School Senior?  If so, do this: 

Please send your OFFICIAL High School Transcript to: Sue Stine, Associate Director of 
Admissions, Heidelberg University, 310 E Market Street, Tiffin, Ohio 44883.  If you have been 
accepted to Heidelberg University for Fall 2013, please disregard. 

 

             

Step 3: AUDIT form (if applicable) 
 

Are enrolling in the field school for experience only and not to earn academic credit?  
If so, please fill out the AUDIT form.  This form has to be filled out before you register for the 
field school courses and requires Dr. Bush’s signature.  Please send it to Mary Puffenberger, 
Heidelberg University, 310 E. Market Street, Tiffin, Ohio 44883 

             
 

Step 4: REGISTER 
 

Once your application is fully processed, you will receive information by EMAIL on how to 
REGISTER ONLINE for the ANT 250/251 courses on the Heidelberg University website.  

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

 Registration for the field school courses is on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

 You cannot register until your application is complete and you have received official 
acceptance to take courses at Heidelberg University. 

 If you are shut-out of the courses, you will be put on a waiting list. 
 

              
 

Step 5: MEDICAL, LIABILITY forms 
 

Please send the Medical & Liability forms before June 17, 2013 to Mary Puffenberger, 
Heidelberg University, 310 E Market Street, Tiffin, Ohio 44883 or to mpuffenb@heidelberg.edu or 
FX: 419-448-2236.  



Living at HU: 
 

How Do I Get to Heidelberg U? 
Is it too far to drive from your location?  Then you need to know there is no shuttle service provided 
by Heidelberg University from an airport, bus, or train station during the summer.  Buses and trains 
do not stop in Tiffin, Ohio.  The closest bus or train service is in Toledo, Ohio (50 miles away).  
You would then need to rent a car or make other arrangements to get to Tiffin.  Tiffin is centrally 
located (about 1-1/2 hrs) between 3 different airports: Cleveland, Columbus, and Detroit. 

 

Arrival on Campus: 
You will arrive on campus and move into your house/apartment on Sunday, June 16.    
Additional information on how to pick-up your house key will be forthcoming. 

 

Housing: 
Housing is $85/week ($425.00 for 5 weeks).  Most summer field students reside in university 
housing and live with the other field students enrolled in ANT 250/251.  However, it is not 
required if you have other housing arrangements available to you in the area.   Johnson’s Island is a 
45 minute drive from Heidelberg University/Tiffin, OH.  Transportation is provided to the site 
each day; leaving from Heidelberg.  In the past, some students have lived with relatives or friends 
who live close to Johnson’s Island/Marblehead, OH and have driven themselves to the site each day. 
 
The house/apartment comes equipped with a stove, refrigerator, Internet connection (no computers 
or printers are provided) and a washer & dryer (or access to ones).  You will need to provide your 
own phone, bedding (for a twin bed) & linens, etc.  The house/apartment will be equipped with 
basic furniture. You will need to bring a fan for hot weather as most campus housing is 
not air-conditioned.  You will be given your housemates contact information (email) so you can 
jointly make arrangements on what to bring to equip your house/apartment to minimize duplication.  
A housing form will be sent to you after you apply for the field school.  A housing form will be sent 
to you after you apply for the field school. 
 

Food: 
Food Service is not included in the housing cost and is NOT AVAILABLE on campus during the summer.  
Kitchen equipment is not provided in the house/apartment, so you will need to bring basic 
kitchen/eating equipment such as dinnerware, cookware, coffeepot, & cutlery.  There are several 
large 24-hr grocery stores in Tiffin and there is a small grocery store within walking distance of 
campus.  Since you will be off-campus at Johnson’s Island during the day you should plan to bring 
your lunch and bottled water to the site each day. 

 

Parking: 
Parking will be available at your house/apartment.  You do not need a parking pass during the 
summer. 

  



Campus Mail: 
Your mail should be addressed to you in this way: 
 
Your Name 
Archaeology Field School 
Heidelberg University 
310 E. Market Street 
Tiffin, Ohio 44883 
 
Mail is centrally delivered to the Heidelberg University Mail Room and has to be picked up there.  It 
is not delivered to your house/apartment. 
 

First Day of Class: 
Please meet Dr. Bush at the Gillmor Hall Archaeology Lab at 8:30 am on Monday, June 17.  Dr. 
Bush will send you an email shortly before classes begin with additional information. 
 

Textbook: 
Please purchase the textbook "Archaeology: Basic Field Methods" at the Heidelberg University 
bookstore on Monday morning. The bookstore opens at 8:00 a.m. and is closed on Saturday & 
Sunday.  If you prefer, you can purchase the book ahead of time. The ISBN number is: 
978-0787281298. 
 

Clothing & Equipment: 
All field & archaeology equipment is provided for the student’s use.  You will want to wear OLD 

CLOTHES and SHOES (no flip-flops or sandals) in the field and bring sunscreen and bug repellant.  
There is no running water or electricity at the Johnson's Island Civil War Prison site, but there are 
portable toilets. 
 

Billing: 
Please contact  Barb Gabel, Business Officer, by email at bgabel@heidelberg.edu.  You will receive 
an invoice from the Heidelberg Business Office for your housing, tuition & lab fees approximately 2 
weeks before the Field School begins. 
  

Financial Aid: 
No financial aid is available through Heidelberg University. You may wish to contact your home 
institution’s Financial Aid office for guidance. 

  



Heidelberg University 
Johnson’s Island Civil War Prison Archaeological Site 

Medical Information Form 
 

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO: 
Mary Puffenberger, Heidelberg University, 310 E. Market Street, Tiffin, Ohio 44883 

mpuffenb@heidelberg.edu or by Fax: 419-448-2236 
 
Note to applicants:  This questionnaire will help assess your physical soundness for strenuous work and a 
rigorous daily schedule. Archaeological field work requires physical labor such as lifting, carrying 15–20 pound buckets 
of dirt, bending, kneeling, and standing for a considerable amount of time.  The field work will be performed in either direct 
sunlight with temperatures ranging from 70-100+ degrees F. or inside a weatherport under similar temperatures.  This 
questionnaire will also alert you as an applicant to consider carefully whether you are physically and medically 
fit to perform archaeological field work which may cause otherwise minor ailments to become significant 
problems or may alter the effects of some medications.  Please be sure to list any disorders of the 
musculo-skeletal system especially of the lower back, respiratory disorders such as asthma, allergies (food, 
drug, or insect) and any heart problems or defects.  Recurrences of past physical problems or complications 
with your medications while on the dig may affect your ability to participate or may require special medical 
attention available only at a hospital facility. It is for your own benefit that we ask you to answer all questions 
on this form as accurately as possible, noting any and all pertinent medical history and current medical 
conditions.  Thank you for being as candid as possible. 
 
Personal Information:  (Please print) 
 
Name:_________________________________________________________________________ 
        First                                 Middle            Last 
 
Address:_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
City: _____________________________________  State:_________   Zip:_________________ 
 
Phone Number: ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Cell Phone Number: _______________________________________________________ 
 
Email Address: ____________________________________________________________ 
 
Fax Number: _____________________________________________________________ 
 
Birthdate: ____ / ____ / ____  
           Month   Day   Year  
 

Person(s) to contact in case of an Emergency: 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Name                                                  Phone Number                  Relationship 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Home Phone                                           Cell Phone 



______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Name                                                  Phone Number                  Relationship 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 Home Phone                                           Cell Phone 
 

Medical Insurance: 
Please submit a copy of your medical insurance card with your medical information form. 
 

Medical Insurance Company:________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: _______________________________________________ Phone: __________________ 
 

Primary Policy Holder: ____________________________________ Policy Number: ____________ 
 
Type of coverage: ________________________________________ Expiration Date: ____________ 
 

Primary Doctor: 
 

Name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address: _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone number: __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Treatments or Hospitalizations:  Please list any hospitalizations or treatment for major physical or 
mental illness, surgery, or injury. Give dates, reasons, and results. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Allergies: Do you have, or have you ever had, any allergies or allergic reactions to drugs, foods, injections, 
or insect bites?   If yes, give details: 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Physical Restrictions: Are you currently restricted by a physician in any physical activities, or have you 
been so in the past year?  If yes, give details. 
 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Medications:  Please list all medications you are currently taking.  Please check with your doctor(s) 
concerning medications which may have side effects as a result of photo-sensitivity   
 

  
 

Applicant’s Signature: 
I have read the statements concerning fieldwork and health conditions and I understand them fully. I further 
certify that all of the information I have provided on this application is true, complete, and accurate to the best 
of my knowledge. 
 
Signature: _______________________________________________________ Date: __________ 
  



Heidelberg University: Off Campus Program 
 

Release of Liability, Assumption of Risk, Indemnification Statement 
 

The undersigned hereby releases Heidelberg University, (the "University") its agents, officers and employees from all 
responsibility and any liability for any injuries, illness and/or loss which may result from or arise out of, or be connected 
with my participation in the University's program known as  
 

ANT 250 Archaeological Field/Lab Methods & ANT 251 Archaeological Field Experience 
 

This Release extends and applies to, and also covers and includes, all unknown, unforeseen, unanticipated, and 
unsuspected injuries, damages, loss and liability, and the consequences thereof.  The provisions of any State, Federal, 
Local or Territorial law or statute providing in substance that releases shall not extend to claims, demands which are 
unknown or unsuspected to exist at the time, to the person executing such release, are hereby expressly waived. 
 
In signing this release I acknowledge that any travel may be dangerous and may result in harm to me and my property.   
I voluntarily accept and assume these risks and dangers and release Heidelberg University from all responsibility and any 
liability for any injuries and/or damages which may result from my decision to participate in this program. 
 
I further promise, covenant and agree not to bring, commence, prosecute or maintain, or cause or permit to be 
brought, commenced, prosecuted or maintained, any suit or action, either at law or in equity, in any court in the 
United States or in any State thereof, or elsewhere, against Heidelberg University, its agents, officers and/or 
employees for personal injury, property damage or any other type of loss, arising out of, or in any way connected with 
my participation in said program. 
 
I also agree to indemnify and hold harmless Heidelberg University, its agents, officers and employees from all liability, 
claims, demands and damage or cost, arising out of my participation in said program. 
 
I authorize university personnel or representatives to approve emergency medical treatment for myself in the event of 
injury or illness during my participation in the program.  I represent and warrant that I am and will be covered 
throughout the program by a policy of comprehensive health and accident insurance which provides coverage for 
injuries and illnesses I sustain or experience while in the program and, more specifically, in the countries in which I will 
be living and/or traveling while on the program. 
 
I understand and agree that this release is binding on me and my heirs, executors, administrators, personal 
representatives & next-of-kin. 
 
 My signature denotes my understanding of and an agreement with this statement and its implications. 

 
 IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this ____ day of __________, 20______. 

 
 Witness by:______________________________       

 Signature of Program Participant 

        
 Printed Name of Program Participant 

        
 Address 

        
 City, State 

        
Signature of Parent/Guardian, if under 18 
years of age  



Heidelberg College 

Office of the Registrar 

AUDIT AGREEMENT 
 

This form is for students who will enroll in the 
field school courses on a NON-CREDIT hour basis 

 

I wish to register for a course for Audit credit only.  I realize that the hours for this course 
will not be calculated in the point averages, and that an “AU” will be noted on the 
transcript in place of the letter grade if I complete the terms agreed upon below.  I 
understand that a grade of “U” (unsatisfactory) will be recorded if I do not comply with the terms.  
This course will not apply towards graduation requirements, eligibility enrollment 
status for intercollegiate athletics, co-curricular activities, or financial aid.   
 
I also understand that this arrangement is irrevocable: that is, the Audit may not be changed during 
the semester or at a later date to a letter grade.   Withdrawals will be handled according to the rules 
governing all courses (WF after the specified date).   
 
 
Student Name ___________________________________ Course __ANT 250 & ANT 251_ 
 
 
Please indicate below, the extent of participation acceptable or required of the student for this 
course:  (attendance, assignments, examinations, etc.) 
 

Full participation in all fieldwork and coursework is required. 
 
 
 
____________________   __________________  _______________ 
    Signature of Student  Student ID Number   Date 
    (Leave blank as you will 
    not have received it yet) 
 
___________________________________  _______________ 
    Signature of Instructor      Date 

 
A course completed in this fashion will not be eligible for Credit by Exam. 

Revised 12/11/06 mrm 
 

 
Please send form to: 

Mary Puffenberger, Heidelberg University, 310 E. Market Street, Tiffin, Ohio 44883 
mpuffenb@heidelberg.edu, or by Fax: 419-448-2236 
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